give you a nasty wound if they hit you, can*t penetrate a
tree.

The Finns hardly ever take any prisoners on these patrols
because the Russians always fight to the last. It's been
drummed into them that the Finns shoot their prisoners,
and so they think they may as well die fighting anyway.
And Finns don't take chances on a Russian being dead,
because 'corpses* have been known to come to life again
and shoot them from behind. If one of their own men is
wounded they make an improvised sledge out of his skis
and drag him back on that,

These are some of the things we learned that evening
from these two Finnish ski-patrol men. We asked for
personal stories as well, but most of them were so lurid that
they'd make the air sizzle if I told them. Before the party
broke up, Virginia told them the story of how she and an
Italian officer had captured a Russian tank during the
Spanish war. They said she'd better join one of their
patrols and capture another, and we both agreed that
anyway we'd far sooner fight with them than against.
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